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considered undesirable for behavioral studies because behavioral patterns
are likely to be altered by hypersensitivity to the mites.

Myocoptes musculinus and Radfordia a/finis

These two mites will not be discussed in detail because they are generally
similar to Myobia muscuh in morphology, epizootiology, life cycle, diagnosis,
and control. Myocoptes musculinus causes lesions similar to but usually
milder than those caused by Myobia muscuh, whereas Radfordia affims is
not recognized as a significant pathogen It must be emphasized that mite
infestations of mice usually are due to more than one mite species. M
musculinus and R. affims also are identified by characteristic morphologic
features of the adults (Flynn, 1973a, Weisbroth, 1982)

Interference with Research

Mite infestations due to M. musculinus have been found to reduce the
contact sensitivity of mice to oxazolone (Laltoo and Kind, 1979)

Other Ectoparasites

Readers desiring more in-depth coverage and information on the less
common species of ectoparasites of mice and rats should consult
comprehensive reference works on the subject (Baker et al , 1956, Pratt and
Littig, 1961, Pratt and Wiseman, 1962, Owen, 1972, Flynn, 1973a, Hsu,
1979; Weisbroth, 1982)

Staphylococcus aureus

Significance
Low

Perspective

This organism is considered one of the more important causes of naturally
occurring skin lesions in mice and rats.

Agent

Staphylococcus aureus is a Gram-positive, coagulase-positive, coccus
bacterium, family Micrococcaceae It occurs in grape-like clusters, is facul-
tatively anaerobic and usually produces yellow pigment when grown on